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Political Corruption
Political corruption disrupts many systems, including economic sectors, as well as the social and moral set up in society. This malpractice mainly involves government officials who betray the trust of the citizens for individual gains. As such, this means that a majority suffer due to the choices made by a few members with power. The issue of political corruption mainly affects developing countries as there is a competition of few available resources. Nevertheless, corruption is evident in industrialized countries like the US due to perceptions such as generalizing world-wide corruption and underrating the social responsibilities of political leaders. As such, it is possible to control corruption in the US by creating awareness about how citizens can participate in advocating for their interests as this will help in minimizing waste of resources and promoting the well-being of citizens. 
The US has, for a long time, ranked as the top twenty least corrupt nations in the world. Nevertheless, this ranking indicates that corruption still exists in the country and continues to harm both political and economic success. The political corruption in the US is evident from the accusations and convictions of certain government officials in the country. For instance, in 2006, a Republican referred to as Jack Abramoff was convicted of the offense, and he helped to bring down twenty more offenders, including the congressman at the time (Homans, 2018). Also, in 2011, a Democrat and once governor of Illinois – Rob Blagojevich – was also associated with the crime for trying to auction the seat that was occupied by senator Barrack Obama (Homans, 2018). 
Political corruption continues to affect the US, and Donald Trump has severally pointed out in his tweets how there is a need to end this type of crime. In 2018, the president outed the current secretary of commerce, Wilbur Ross, for not being honest about the stakes in companies co-owned with the Chinese government. Besides, the president has also been linked with accusations of corruption, especially after the Ukraine narrative that came up in 2019. Consequently, corruption in Trump’s administration has not affected the importance of the rule of law but has also shown the challenges in maintain moral high ground by politicians (Homans, 2018). 
As an approach to reform, the threat of political corruption in the country, democratization will play a crucial role in attaining this goal. According to Johnston (2014), democratization involves mobilizing citizens with a significant say to help in ending corruption in the country. As such, more groups should emerge towards the fight of ending political corruption in the US. Nevertheless, this approach should begin by creating awareness about the magnitude of this issue. Johnston (2014) affirms that many citizens ignore the fact that government officials have a responsibility to serve and solve social and economic issues experienced by the people. Therefore, emphasizing on social responsibility of leaders will help in mobilization of the power of those considered weak to defend against the ‘strong’ (Johnston, 2014).
The approach towards achieving social responsibility and democratization should also involve diverse sectors, including the judicial and legislative systems. The judicial branch of government plays a crucial role in ensuring those in the wrong receive the punishment they deserve. According to Johnston (2014), the probability of corruption is associated with the expected risk of being reported or disciplined as well as the severity of the punishment. Therefore, the development and implementation of strict anti-corruption laws will also aid in preventing relative crimes. 
Reasons to involve the public in ending corruption involve the fact that most of the malpractices affect them. According to Rotberg (2019), the rate of corruption over the past few years has affected different sectors, including finance, energy, agribusiness, health, and communication. Therefore, the public needs to understand how corruption affects their interests. Additionally, research by Homans (2018) affirms that for a senator to win an election, he or she needs to fundraise approximately $14,351 in a day, even though less than 0.5% would be willing to contribute $10,000 in a single election (Rotberg, 2019). As such, these statistics indicate that some of the leaders spend approximately 30 to 70% of their office time fundraising, and this means they must pass laws that will mainly please their donors who encompass a small population (Rotberg, 2019). This notion implies the need for majority citizens to advocate for the rights of all Americans. 
Some activist groups are already making an impact on the implementation of anti-corruption policies in the US. One of these groups is referred to as the ‘Represent Us’ which aims to emphasize the need for transparency laws to govern the performance of local government officials. Also, the group aims to reform the electoral system by eliminating bribery from politicians. As a result, through this movement, more than twenty-three anti-corruption laws have been implemented across states and cities in the US. 
Regarding the culture in the US, many reform groups embrace diverse political ideologies, including the conservatives and the progressivists. The conservatives value US traditions, respect Christian values, and support republicanism.  As such, many individuals who support this ideology are more likely to support solutions to encourage social responsibility among leaders and to reduce massive spending due to corruption (Rotberg (2019). On the other hand, progressionists support economic developments and progress of social organizations. This group also supports anti-corruption reforms to encourage investment of the government income to sectors such as education and economic development. Byrne, Arnold, & Nagano (2017) affirm that it is essential to consider both ideologies and those in between to promote inclusion and effective implementation of laws and policies. 
	According to Johnston (2014), one of the agendas of the democratization groups should be to promote transparency about the systems in government. As such, the judiciary branch can also participate by creating an effective reporting system. For instance, Byrne et al. (2017) suggest that the data of government officials should be recorded before they join the office to promote the accountability of property ownership. This approach will also help the enforcement team investigations in case of accusations. Besides, Rotberg (2019) affirms that an effective surveillance system will also encourage whistle-blowers to be more confident that their reports will be considered and that they will be protected incase of anger from the accused. 
Rotberg (2019) also recommends that anti-corruption groups should have a strategic plan and coordination, and this can be achieved by including professionals in the field. This approach will enable the group to influence public opinion and reach relevant decision-makers. Also, the strategy should target using platforms such as social media to mobilize the public and encourage whistle-blowers to report cases of corruption. 
To sum up, the attempts to fight corruption should be a collective approach that aims at mobilizing citizens to advocate for their interests. The approaches that can aid in achieving this strategy include forming active anti-corruption groups that create awareness and influence policymaking. Nevertheless, these groups should also be inclusive by considering the diverse cultures in the US, including political ideologies. Consequently, this approach will help to eliminate or at the least control corruption in the US to promote social accountability and economic growth that benefits all citizens. 
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